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Beaufort Soil and Water Conservation District
Agricultural Center 155C Airport Road Washington, NC 27889

Board of Supervisors

James E. Allen, Chairman
Pantego, NC

Joseph E. Rogers, Vice-Chairman

Washington, NC

Tracy B. Warren, Sec.-Treas.
Chocowinity, NC

Sid M. Cayton, Supervisor
Aurora, NC

Archie Griffin, Supervisor
Washington, NC

District Staff
Ann Williams
Office Manager

Nathaniel Woolard
District Resource Specialist

Debbie Boyd
Education Coordinator

USDA-NRCS
Bill Gardiner
Team 14
Supervisory Soil Conservationist

Anthony Hester
Soil Conservation Technician

BEAUFORT
SOIL & WATER

CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Annual Report

(July 1, 2019—June 30, 2020)

The Beaufort Soil and Water Conservation District is a governmental subdivision of the state. Annual and long-
range programs of conservation and development within the District boundaries are developed and carried out
with the assistance of local, state, and federal agencies. The District publishes an annual report in the fall of each

Supervisors amd Stail Update

In addition to holding their regular meetings, the Supervisors also attend other meetings to keep in-
formed of the priorities and upcoming issues in the field of soil and water conservation.

NC Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts’ Area 5

2019 Fall Meeting

The Area 5 Fall Meeting was held on November 14, 2019
at the Currituck Extension Center in Barco, NC. Chairman
Manly West called the meeting to order and Bob White, Cur-
rituck County Commissioner Chairman, welcomed everyone
to the area. A business session followed. Guest speakers included Vernon
Cox, Division Director, David Williams, Division Deputy Director, Myles Payne,
President of NC Association of SWCD, Bryan Evans, NC Association of SWCD
Executive Director, Franklin Williams, NACD Representative, and Tim Beard,
NRCS State Conservationist. Ashley Hatchell of the US Army Corps of Engi-

neers presented a program on “Water Management.”

After dinner, catered by Southland Restaurant, Length of Service Awards
were presented. Attending from Beaufort County were Supervisors James
Allen, Tracy Warren, and Joe Rogers; Office Manager, Ann Williams, District
Resource Specialist, Nathaniel Woolard, and Education Coordinator, Debbie

Boyd.

Beaufort Soil and Water Conservation
District Supervisor Tracy Warren (left)
receives his 15 year length of service
award at the Area 5 2019 Fall Meeting.
Supervisor James Allen (right) receives
his 25 year length of service award at
the 2020 Annual Meeting.




NC Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts’
2020 Annual Meeting

The 76th Annual NC Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts’ meeting
( was held January 5-7, 2020 at the Hilton Charlotte University Place in Charlotte, NC.
N “Communlcatlop—Telllng Yqur Story” was the t.heme this year. Myles Payne, 2021:9
g ~ NCASWCD President, presided over the meeting. Samuel Green, Jr. was sworn in as the
ASSOCIATION NCASWCD 2020 President. Representing the Beaufort Soil and Water Conservation Dis-

trict were James Allen and Tracy Warren, Supervisors, and Nathaniel Woolard, District
Resource Specialist.

CONSERVATION DISTRICTS

NC Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts’ Area 5
2020 Spring Meeting

The Area 5 Spring Meeting was held on February 20, 2020 at the Cale Retreat and Confer-
ence Center in Hertford, NC. Chairman Manly West called the meeting to order. Susan Buz-

one to the area. A business session followed.

Chairman West introduced morning guest speakers Stan Riggs, Coastal & Marine Geologist, who spoke
on the topic of Control over the Lower Roanoke River Flooding, and Bryan Evans, NC Association Execu-
tive Director, who spoke on The Visioning Delivery System. Reports were given by Vernon Cox, Division
Director, Blount Knowles, 1st Vice-President of the NC Association of SWCD, representing Samuel Green,
NC Association of SWCD President, Franklin Williams, NACD Representative, and Tim Beard, NRCS State
Conservationist. Lunch was catered by Southland Restaurant and Catering.

Attending from the District were Supervisors James Allen and Joe Rogers; Debbie Boyd, Education Coordi-
nator; and Rodney Woolard, NCDA & CS Farmland Preservation Field Specialist and NRCS ATAC.

“Soil and Water...\Jours for Life”

Stalff Changes
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Nathaniel C. Woolard joined Bill Gardiner joined Team 14
Beaufort Soil and Water Natural Resources Conserva-
Conservation District in tion Service (NRCS) in May
' August 2019 as District 2020 as the Supervisory Soil

Resource Specialist. Conservationist.




Agriculture Cost Share Program (ACSP) g

The District has participated in the ACSP program since 1987. It has been, and continues to . ﬂr"}
be, a superb means of helping farmers and owners of agricultural land apply conservation ﬂfsp
measures to assist in protecting our waterways and the environment. For Program Year

2020, the District was allocated a total of $66,010 from the Soil and Water Conservation Commission.
Cover Crop applications were taken until the September 23, 2019 Board of Supervisors meeting where
five Cover Crop applications and contracts were approved. Applications for all other practices were ac-
cepted until the January 29, 2020 Board of Supervisors meeting. During the meeting, eight applications
were approved for practices including cropland conversion, land smoothing, water control structures, pre-
cision agrichemical application, and crop residue management. All eight contracts were approved at the
February 24, 2020 District Board of Supervisors meeting.

Ag,i;;,:,'vﬂ,: Mandated in 2011, ASWRAP was established to assist farmers and landowners in increas-

ources Assistance Program

@@wn‘h p Agricultural Water Resources Assistance Program (AgWRAP)
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ing water use efficiency and availability on agricultural land and to conserve and protect
water resources using best management practices. For Program Year 2020, the District was allocated
$48,154 by the Soil and Water Conservation Commission. On January 29, 2020, during a meeting of the
District’s Board of Supervisors, ASWRAP applications were ranked primarily by their impact on water use
efficiency. Four irrigation well applications and one agricultural pond application were approved. All five

contracts were approved at the April 20, 2020 District Board of Supervisors meeting.

2016 Disaster Recovery Program

With the addition of a new District Resource Specialist in August 2019, Phase Il of this stream debris
removal project was readdressed. Phase Ill was completed in December 2019. A Phase IV Scope of
Work is being addressed.

2020 Watershed Restoration Project

In April of 2020, Beaufort Soil and Water Conservation District was awarded $334,554.00 for the clean
out of storm debris from various waterways associated with Hurricanes Michael, Florence, and Dorian.
Phase | of this debris clean up project is set to begin in October of 2020.

Beaufort County Beaver Bounty Program

BEAVER Established in 2004, the county bounty program reimburses registered landowners

$10 per beaver tail for beavers trapped on their property. Five beaver tails were deliv-
ered to the District’s office during Fiscal Year 2019-2020. Since the program’s establish-
ment, 76 land owners and 24 trappers have registered for participation in the program. A
total of $6,110 has been paid to land owners for 611 beavers.
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On-going Program - The Natural Resources Conservation Service and District Staff provided assis-
tance to many individuals, land users, and units of government during Fiscal Year 2020. Some of those
required more than one visit to get a practice installed or to resolve resource problems. Among the ser-
vices provided, the Beaufort County Soil Survey and aerial photography from the past were furnished to
many individuals, contractors, environmental consultants, foresters, realtors, and others to assist them in
making planning decisions. A total of 6,163 acres were planned and 7,219 acres were benefited by the
application of a conservation practice. The following conservation practices were reported during the fis-

cal year: cover crop - 930 acres, and 10 water control structures.

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)

We received 35 EQIP applications and 9 were approved for funding. The funded ap-
plications involved cover crop. Total funding amounted to $318,570. In order to be
considered for funding for FY 2021 funds, applicants must have an active conserva-
tion plan on file. If you are interested in pursuing funding for your project, contact

NRCS to schedule a planning appointment.

Conservation Stewardship Program - (CSP)

The current fiscal year saw the funding of 4 applications. These applications involved
the producer adopting a new practice such as cover crop. CSP contracts are for 5
years and the annual payment limitation is $40,000. Payment rates are now based on
payment schedules much like EQIP. Through a new computer application called the
Conservation Activity Evaluation Tool (CAET), resource concerns and enhancements,
which address those concerns, must be chosen. The enhancements do not have to be performed on all
enrolled acres, but that does influence funding received to carry out those enhancements. Producers
who no-till the majority of the acres that they tend rank well. Interested producers are encouraged to

contact NRCS with their inquiries.

Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) CRKP

By allowing the USDA to work in partnership with state and local interests to meet spe- o
cific conservation objectives, the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP)

expands the effectiveness of the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). CREP utilizes

federal and state resources to achieve long-term voluntary protection of environmentally sensitive
cropland and pastureland. Water quality and wildlife habitats are improved and protected through the
implementation of forested riparian buffers, grass filter strips, and wetland restoration. Per program-
matic requirements, signs have been placed along the boundaries of 30-year and permanent ease-

ments. A total of 2,039 acres are enrolled in the program in Beaufort County.

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
This program is basically the same as the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP), but
contains an added practice of shallow water area for wildlife (duck ponds). There were 2 new applica-

tions in FY 2020.
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Beautor+t Soil and Water Conservation Pistrict’s
2019 Dan Windlley
Envirommental Field Pays

| 'n Windle
Annual Dan Win M Over 600 Beaufort County fifth graders, teachers,

Environmental and chaperones attended the District’s 12th Annual
Field Days Dan Windley Environmental Field Days event Octo-

ber 22-24, 2019. Attendees rotated through six sta-
, 2 tions including Aquatics, Soils, Vermiculture, Wet-

-, lands, Forestry, and Conservation. The District ap-

| GOOSE CREEK preciates the assistance of all those involved in the
STATE PARK learning stations and thanks Goose Creek State

B

Park for co-sponsoring the event.
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2019 Ag Expo
Senator Bob Martin
Eastern Agricultural Center
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Beaufort Soil and Water Conservation District NRCS was represented by Avthony

was represevted at the 2019 Ag Expo by Hester, Soil Conservation Techvician, Mike
Debbie Boyd, Education Coordivator, Board of Boyd, ATAC, and Amy Halker, Team 14
Supervisor's Chairman, James Allen, and Supervisory Soil Conservationist. (not pic-

Nathauiel Woolard, District Resource Specialist. tured)
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Beaunfort Soil and Water Conservation District’s
2020 Poster/Essay Contests

Wetlands are Wonderful was the theme for the 2020 poster and essay contests sponsored by the Beau-
fort Soil and Water Conservation District. The poster contest was open to all students in third through

fifth grades in the Beaufort County. The essay contest was for sixth graders only.

Area schools submitting posters and/or essays were John Small, Chocowinity Middle, Pungo Christian
Academy, Unity Christian Academy, and Washington Montessori.

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic and social distancing, Debbie Boyd, Education Coordinator with Beaufort
Soil and Water Conservation, presented ribbons and cash prizes to the poster winners outside during ap-
pointed times at the Agricultural Center in Washington. The teachers who submitted first place posters
also received cash prizes.

In addition to their awards, the first-place winners’ posters from Beaufort County competed with other
districts in the Area 5 competition, which includes sixteen counties. Lilly Prince, a fourth grade student at
Pungo Christian Academy, and Aubin Sadler, a fifth grade student at Unity Christian Academy, received
first place and a cash prize in the area poster competition. Landon Brame, a sixth grade student at Unity
Christian Academy, received first place in both the area and state essay competitions. Congratulations to
all of our winners!

4th Grade
District and Area 6th Grade
Winning Poster i ETEED District, Area, and State
District and Area inni
by Lilly Prince T Winning Essay
Winning Poster By Landon Brame
by Aubin Sadler

Wetlands are Wonderful!

Living in Eastern North Carolina, sometimes we take the area for granted. We
live in an area filled with what is called wetlands. Wetlands are areas where water
covers soil all or part of the time. Some common names are marshes, estuaries,
swamps, mires, and ponds. Wetlands are a critical part of our natural environment.

They protect our shores from wave action, reduce the impact of floods, improve water

quality and absorb pollutants. They provide habitat for animals and plants and many
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contain a wide diversity of life, supporting plants and animals found nowhere else. They
are among the most productive ecosystems in the world.

While walking in the woods to the pond behind my house it is easy to see many
of the thousands of plant species growing in wetlands such as mosses and grasses to
shrubs and trees. Huge numbers of birds spend part or all their life cycles in wetlands
that provide habitat and food sources for them to raise their young and survive, such as

wood ducks, heron, ibises, and egrets.

A shoreline shield! They §
keep storms from destroying
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Fish also use wetlands for breeding, feeding, and shelter, in coastal or inland
environments. My brother Cole and | often go out on the boat fishing for flounder, sea
trout, and striped bass. Shrimp, oysters, clams, as well as blue and dungeness crabs
are found in the marshes and estuaries. For mammals such as beavers, black bears,
otters, deer, minks, and muskrats, wetlands provide important food, water, or shelter.
Wetlands are also home to many amphibians and reptiles like alligators, snakes, turtles,
newts, and salamanders.

Human impact such as overfishing can have lasting effects on wetlands. If you

over fish the rivers then there will be less breeding. If this happens the animals that rely
FUN/Youcan bim-wete,
Koy, canoesFish an dhant in ') ;
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on these eggs from the breeding grounds will have lost their food source and could
become extinct. Wetlands are more important than most people even imagine. In
wetands. order to save the wetlands for future generations and in tum save the animals that call

this area home, we need to curb the environmental impacts such as chemical pollution

from factories, fertiizers from agriculture, plastics from recreational activities as well as
sewage waste. Everyone needs to do their part to protect the wonderful wetlands that |
call home.




2020 Area 5 Ewvirothon Training DPay

Goose Creek State Park

'An Area 5 Envirothon Training Day was held on March 5, 2020 at Goose Creek State

’ark. Eighty-two students from area Middle Schools and High Schools attended the
event to prepare for regional and state Envirothon events. Middle School students
and adwsors attended from Oakwood Middle School in Pitt County, Central Middle School in Gates County,
and Northeast Middle School in Beaufort County. High School students and advisors attended from Oakwood
High School in Pitt County, Northside High School in Beaufort County, Beaufort County Early College, and
Mattamuskeet Early College. A special thank you to our presenters, Russ Chesson, Carl Crozier, Amanda Nel-
son, Joe Hawley, Joe Martin, Joni Young-Torres, Carrie Ortel, and to Goose Creek State Park for hosting the
event.

2.02.0 Education Events Cancelled due +o COVID-14 Virus
Coastal and State Envirothons
Resource Conservation Workshop

Board meetings are open to the public and are
held the 3" Monday of each month, except
July and August, at 6:00 p.m. in the office of the:

Beaufort Soil and Water Conservation District
Beaufort County Agricultural Center
155C Airport Road
Washington, NC 27889

Board of Supervisors
(L fo R) Archie Grittin, James Allen, Chairman,
Joe Rogers, Vice-Chairman, Tracy Warren Sec./ Treasurer, Sid Cayton

Mission Statement:

The mission of the Beaufort Soil and Water Conservation District is to promote the wise use and management of the natural re-
sources within its boundaries by providing dedicated leadership, technical excellence and educational information to the citizens of
Beaufort County. Beaufort Soil and Water Conservation District is committed to providing equal services to all clients without regard
to race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, and marital or familial status.



Please support our sponsors
who make this newsletter possible.

Nutrien

IMPACT

AGROMNOMICS, INC,

Nutrient Management
Crop Monitoring
Production Planning
Technical Service Provider

252-935-5500

CAHOON FARMS, INC.
Arapahoe, NC 28510

Aluminum Flashboard Risers & Pipe
1-800-494-7473
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Real People. Real Power,
. AgCaroli ( ) '
gCarolina / T C
%é FARM CREDIT ’ r l Ou n
1105 Garrett Road FOUNDATION
Williamston, NC 27892 PO Box 91
(252) 792-1678 ext 676 Belhaven, NC 27810
www.agcarolina.com 964-8000 * 927-8000

Tony R. Taylor, Branch Manager

www.goTriCounty.biz

P & D SERVICES

Crop Scouting Services
8oil Sampling Services
Nutrient Management Plans
Pest Management Plans

Doug Black—943-5623

Technical Service Provider — Certified Crop Advisor

FARM Jay Wickham
BUREAU CLU, LUTCF
INSURANCE Agency Manager

o
Auto » Home « Life
Health » Business
Retirement

601 Hackney Avenue
PO. Box 1179
Washington, NC 27889

An Authorized Agent For Bus: (952) 946-0169
Fax: (252) 946-6040

@ Mobile: (252) 945-9378

BlueCross BlueShield Email:
of North Carolina jay.wickham@ncfbins.com

Helping you is what we do best.

WCB Environmental

Let Us Handle All Your Farming
And Environmental Needs

Wayne Black, CCA, TSP Provider
351 Bell Road
Pantego, NC 27860

(252) 935-5626 (252) 935-5533

Wood Duck Land Surveying, PC

Bryant E. Hardison, Jr. PLS L-2889, C-3774
42 South Teach’s Point, Bath, NC 27808

? * Lot Surveys * Flood Certifications
_(70@\/( Acreage Surveys * CAMA Permits
&
“ L Office (252) 943-8185
/’\ bathducksurvey@gmail.com

This space is available.
Please contact our office if
you are interested in spon-
soring our newsletter.

Nutrien

Ag Solutions-
e  Belhaven 943-2741
e  Vanceboro 244-1490
e  Pantego 935-5101




