[bookmark: _GoBack]There are important steps everyone should take to prepare themselves and their family for the next hurricane or tropical storm.  Being prepared reduces the risk of property damage, injury or death.
Prepare your home and property for a hurricane.
· Secure outside items such as furniture and other décor
· Ensure adequate shelter for outside pets

Ensure your family is prepared by building an Emergency Kit and developing a Communication Plan.
· Make a Family Emergency Plan of what you would do in response to inclement weather, or if asked to evacuate. Consider where you would go, how you would get there, what you would bring.
0. As part of your emergency plan, consider what you would need to do in advance of sheltering in place. 
Have enough food, water, medications and other provisions for five to seven days for each person and pet. Have a plan that would allow for the use of these provisions in the event of power outages or other infrastructure failures.

Be prepared to evacuate or shelter in place.
· It may be necessary to issue an evacuation order for areas of Beaufort County in an effort to protect residents from flooding. Evacuation is also an option for residents living outside potential flood areas who feel more comfortable “riding out” the storm at an inland location.
· North Carolina is now using Hurricane Evacuation Zones; see KnowYourZone.nc.gov for additional information.  If you live or work in an evacuation zone, you should plan for and be prepared to evacuate during a hurricane as part of your emergency plan.
· Listen to weather forecasts and to local officials before and during a hurricane for evacuation and other emergency information. If evacuations are necessary, local officials may use the evacuation zones (Zone A - D) to identify areas to be evacuated.  If local officials call for an evacuation of an area that you live or work in, you should follow their directions and evacuate to a safe area. 
· In the event of a natural disaster where someone would have to evacuate their home, their first option should be checking to see if they can stay with a family member or a hotel and use the mass shelter as a last resort.  Otherwise, residents should “shelter-in-place”.  Shelter-in-place simply means, “Stay home”, and off the roads when recommended by local officials.

For more information on Planning, Preparing and Staying Informed visit Readync.org and follow us on Facebook Beaufort County Emergency Management.

